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Please feel free to contact the Pastor for any needs you may have, 
queries, or questions about our church family. 

In 1979, Ziad, along with his wife and young daughter, Ghada, went to Germany for one year of 
specialized training as provided by his employer. During the family's stay in Germany, Ghada 
became very ill and was admitted to a hospital. After receiving medical care for 4 days with no 
improvement, the doctors seemed resigned to her imminent death.  

Feeling overwhelmed by the scene of his daughter's paling face, Ziad left her room with a heavy 
heart, and returned to the waiting room. There he sat motionless, yet agonizing, for a few 
moments, until he noticed a table in the middle of the room which contained books and magazines. 
He saw two recognizable books -- an English version of the Holy Bible and a German version of it. 
He got up and walked over to the table and picked up one.  

As he returned to his seat, he held the book closed while his memory took him back to some 
sayings of Jesus Christ which he had heard from his former Christian friends in Damascus. 
Recalling one saying, he eagerly opened the Book that was in his hand and directed by the Holy 
Spirit, began searching for the passage. When he found it, he began reading it silently:  

I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 
You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it (John 14:13,14).  

Seeing the willingness of the Son as expressed in these verses gave Ziad an abundant hope. 
He lifted a warm prayer to the Almighty God in the name of Jesus. His only request -- that his 
"dying" daughter would be healed.  

"Immediately I felt a profound tranquillity and assurance," said Ziad. "I left the waiting room filled 
with unprecedented joy, seeing light surrounding me. As soon as I came into Ghada's room, I 
rushed to her bed and hugged her gently, saying, "Ghada my sweetheart, god will heal you."  

The certainly with which Ziad made this statement even astonished him, but he knew deep in his 
heart that God had answered his prayer.  

The tears which had dropped from his own eyes onto Ghada's cheek as he embraced here, Ziad 
wiped off. With tears of joy still clinging to his eyes, he turned to his wife and said, "I have asked 
God in the name of Jesus to heal Ghada. Never before have I prayed so fervently, nor so simply in 
such a special way. Somehow I am assured that God has answered this prayer."  

Indeed, Ghada was healed. Two days later, the doctors released her 
from the hospital. They could find no reason to detain her.  

Since this amazing answer to Ziad's prayer, both Ziad and his wife 
have experienced the transforming work of God in their lives. They 
know the truth about Jesus Christ and proclaim their faith in Him. 
Later, Ghada followed them on this path; she too now believes that 
Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

The Road From Damascus 
Ziad was born and raised in Damascus, finishing his schooling in this historic capital of Syria. 
Most of his life, Ziad had been a practicing Muslim like everyone else in his devout family. He 
would often accompany his father, his three brothers, and some neighbours to the mosque for 
Friday noon prayers and frequently for prayer on other days. The rest of the five daily prayer times 
he would observe at home or at work. Not once had he failed to observe the month of fasting since 
his boyhood.  

After graduating from the state University, Ziad moved to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, where he worked 
for several years as a civil engineer. While he was in Saudi Arabia, he continued to participate in 
all the Muslim religious duties, as well as to make the pilgrimage to Mecca. At times he wondered 
about the Injil and the Tawrat, but he would brush these thoughts aside for he believed that 
through his traditional religious training, he knew all he needed to know about the Holy Bible and 
about Jesus Christ. Yet, according to his testimony, "what I had heard from my Christian friends in 
Damascus and had seen in their lives, continued unanswered for many years."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Romans: Truth in a Nutshell 
(unzipped for you) 

Abundant Hope 
 

 
Romans 15:13 will answer three questions 
about hope for us today: 
1. Where do I find hope? verses 5, 
7, 10-13a, 33 
(Isaiah 11:1-2)  "There shall come forth a Rod 
from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow 
out of his roots.  
{2} The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, 
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The 
Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD." 
(Colossians 2:3)  "in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 
(John 10:18)  ""No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again. ..."" 
(Luke 22:42)  ".. "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, 
but Yours, be done."" 
(Isaiah 11:10)  ""And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to 
the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, ..."" 
(Deuteronomy 32:4)  "He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of 
truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He." 
(Psalms 59:17)  "To You, O my Strength, I will sing praises; For God is my defense, My God of 
mercy." 
(2 Corinthians 13:11)  "Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of 
one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you." 
(1 Peter 5:10)  "But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you." 
(Isaiah 43:2-3)  "When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall 
the flame scorch you. {3} For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; ..." 
(Hebrews 13:5)  ".. "I will never leave you nor forsake you."" 
(Romans 8:35)  "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? .. 
(Romans 8:38-39)  "For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, {39} nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
 

 2. How do I find hope? verse 13 
(Isaiah 26:3)  "You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is 
stayed on You, Because he trusts in You." 
(Job 13:15)  "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. ..." 
(Habakkuk 3:17-19)  "Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor 
fruit be on the vines; Though the labor of the olive may fail, And 
the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the 
fold, And there be no herd in the stalls; {18} Yet I will rejoice in 
the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. {19} The LORD 
God is my strength; ..." 
(Philippians 4:4)  "Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, 
rejoice!" 
(Philippians 4:6-7)  "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God; {7} and the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus." 
 

 
 
3. So what can I expect? verse 13, 5:3-4, 4:18-20 
(Acts 27:20-22)  "Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest 
beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up. {21} But after long abstinence 
from food, then Paul stood in the midst of them and said, ... {22} "And now I urge you to take 
heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship." 
(Acts 27:25)  ""Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told me." 
(Lamentations 3:21-26)  "This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope. {22} Through the 
Lord's mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. {23} They are new every 
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. {24} "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I 
hope in Him!" {25} The LORD is 
good to those who wait for Him, 
To the soul who seeks Him. {26} 
It is good that one should hope 
and wait quietly For the 
salvation of the LORD." 
(Ephesians 2:12-13)  ".. at that 
time you were without Christ, .., 
having no hope and without God 
in the world. {13} But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were 
far off have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ." 
 


