called you by your name; you are Mine."

Now Lois testifies, "Yes, | am His! That's the reality that is more
important than doctors telling me | have cancer." And then she adds, "l
win either way!"

Lois" insight is a convinced echo of Paul's words in today's text, "For to
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Let's pray that those words may
resonate in our hearts. That confidence makes us winners either way. --
JEY

Safe in the Lord, without a doubt,
By virtue of the blood;
For nothing can destroy the life
That's hid with Christ in God. --Anon.

We can really live
when we're ready to die.
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A Winner Either Way

For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. --Philippians 1:21

Lois had just undergone cancer surgery and was alone with her thoughts.
She had faced death before, or so she thought, but it had always been the
death of people she had loved--not her own.

Suddenly she realised that losing someone she loved was more threatening
to her than the possibility of losing her own life. She wondered why. She
remembered what she had
asked herself before her
operation, "Am | ready to
die?" Her immediate
answer had been, and still
was, "Yes, | am. Christ is
my Lord and Saviour."

With her readiness for
death secure, she now
needed to concentrate on
living. Would it be in fear
or in faith? Then God
seemed to say, "'l have
saved you from eternal

- death. I want to save you
from living in fear." Isaiah
43:1 came to mind: "I have
redeemed you; | have
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Pauls comments on life and death in Philippians 1:21-26 has two
major applications to our lives:

1. in life,

verses 21-26
(Matthew 16:24-25) ".. "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. {25} "For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
will find it."

(Galatians 5:22) "But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,"

(Romans 1:13) ".. | often planned to come to you .. that | might
have some fruit among you also, just as among the other
Gentiles."

i Adoniram Judson

2. in death, verses 21, 23

(Revelation 5:11-13) "Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the
living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands, {12} saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive
power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!" {13} And every
creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all
that are in them, | heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the
throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!""

(Revelation 7:9-12) "After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could
number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, {10} and crying out with a loud voice,
saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" {11} All the angels
stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the
throne and worshiped God, {12} saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and
honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.""

(2 Corinthians 5:6-8) "So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we
are absent from the Lord. {7} For we walk by faith, not by sight. {8} We are confident, yes, well
pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord."

(2 Corinthians 5:1) "For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."

(Revelation 21:3-7) "And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them
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and be their God. {4} "And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed

away." {5} Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, | make all things new." And He said to me,
"Write, for these words are true and faithful.” {6} And He said to me, "It is done! | am the Alpha and
the Omega, the Beginning and the End. | will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who
thirsts. {7} "He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and | will be his God and he shall be My son."
(1 Peter 1:3-4) "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, {4} to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in
heaven for you,"
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