the old, unforgiving club that required near-perfect performance, we
should be like the new clubs that are generous with the faults of the golfer.
We should have a large "sweet spot" that provides plenty of room to for-
give any repentant brother or sister in Christ (Lk. 17:4).

That's the pattern the Lord Jesus set for us. In fact, He came to earth to die
for our sins and to show us, by what He said and did, what forgiveness
really means. During His life, and even on the cross, He forgave all who
called to Him in faith. We should follow His example. Who should be
more forgiving than those of us who have needed and experienced so
much forgiveness ourselves? --MRDII

Forgiveness--it's a gift from God
That we should spread around;
So give it to repentant ones
Wherever they are found. --JDB

We can stop forgiving others only if Christ stops forgiving us.
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Forgiving Clubs

If he sins against you seven times in a day, and . . . returns to you, say-
ing, "I repent,"” you shall forgive him. --Luke 17:4

If you play golf, you know how important it is to hit the ball at just the
right spot on the club face. The newest clubs, however, are more forgiv-
ing. The metal-head woods, the featherweight clubs, and the hollow back
irons have expanded what is often referred to as the "sweet spot" on the
club. Now it is possible to hit the ball on the heel or the toe of the club
and still get good distance.

The idea of a golf club that has a large and forgiving "sweet spot" reminds
me of how Christians should respond to one another. Instead of being like
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Y (Luke 12:37) Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find
oaWa watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and
will come and serve them.
(I Corinthians 3:11-15) For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid,
“" which is Jesus Christ. (12) Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, (13) each one's work will become clear; for the Day will
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what
sort itis. (14) If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.
(15) If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as
OB hrough fire.

V /€ (Matthew 25:21) His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’
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In Luke 17 Jesus describes 6 essentials of
the Christian life that we are not to forget.
We are not to forget to:

1. Do no harm, verses 1-2

2. Make peace, verse 3 [last time]

3. , verses 5-6
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(Philippians 2:8) ..and became obedient to the
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B (John 15:4-8) Abide in Me, and I in you.
VIQ As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in Me. (5) "I am the
vine, you are the branches. He who abides
OVa in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for

¥

Growing Kids

‘point of death, ...

(Philippians 3:10) that I may know Him and the
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of
His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

GOd’S \ ’\ ;a (Matthew 28:18-20) .."All authority has been

y given to Me in heaven and on earth. (19) Go
Reaching the Heart of Your Child therefore and make disciples of all the nations,

With a God-Centered Purpose baptizing them in the name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (20) teaching
them to observe all things that I have
commanded you, and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age." Amen.
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1 & without Me you can do nothing. (6) If
anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast
out as a branch and is withered,; and they
gather them and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned. (7) If you abide in
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
(8) By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

& (Proverbs 3:5-6) Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own
Y8 understanding; (6) In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.

b (Hebrews 11:32-34) And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon
and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: (33) who
through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
OYA& 1ouths of lions, (34) quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of

V< weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the
aliens.
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(1 Corinthians 12:9) to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the
- same Spirit,
(Psalms 84:11) For the LORD God is a sun
and shield; The LORD will give grace and
glory; No good thing will He withhold From
| those who walk uprightly.
(James 4:1-3) Where do wars and fights come
from among you? Do they not come from your
desires for pleasure that war in your
members? (2) You lust and do not have. You
murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight
and war. Yet you do not have because you do
not ask. (3) You ask and do not receive,
(€I (]| (S W S TR E IV Ol Hecause you ask amiss, that you may spend it
on your pleasures.
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