Hutchinson pointed out that Jesus experienced all three kinds of relation-
ships. Those that exhausted His energy were perhaps the most common in
our Lord’s earthly experience, for He spent much of His time giving. He
healed the sick, encouraged the downtrodden, and taught the masses. We
know that sometimes He must have been worn out by these experiences.
He often went away to pray and renew Himself (Matt. 14:23; Luke 5:16).

Some of His relationships were probably just casual contacts. But the
replenishing ones encouraged Jesus. They were relationships with people
such as Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, whose love and presence uplifted the
Lord.

How do we relate to our friends, acquaintances, and family members? We
can add to their lives a measure of happiness by giving them a chance to
talk, encouraging them, and suggesting life’s brighter side.

Do we leave people drained or replenished?

A smile, a word, a touch—
And each is easily given,
To rescue someone from despair
Or smooth the way to heaven. —Anon.

To get the most out of a relationship, put all you can into it
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Draining or Replenishing?

If someone spent the whole day with me, how would he feel at the end of
the day—worn out or built up? That’s the kind of question I began to
think about as I listened to Clark Hutchinson talk about relationships. He
said he has noticed three kinds: draining, neutral, and replenishing.
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1. s
#1. H , verses 1-2
#2. S , verse 2

Luke 10:38-42 — 38 Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a
certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called
Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with

ba nuch serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has
left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 41 And Jesus answered and said to
her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. 42 But one thing is
needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.”
Romans 12:1 — 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
Romans 12:1 — 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
[translation]

#3. G , verses, 3, 7-10
V& Mark 14:3 — 3 And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table,
a woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the
A flask and poured it on His head.
Mark 14:6 — 6 ... She has done a good work for Me.
oWa Mark 14:7— 7 .. and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have
% always.

Mark 14:8-9 — 8 She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body
OV& for burial. 9 Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world,
%Y«@ what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”
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o¥a Luke 7:36-48 — 36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to
Y the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a
sv@ sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an
OB alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began
1 /& to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His
feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him
“'. saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and
what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus
oVWa answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher,

Y& sayit.” 41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely
forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon
answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You
have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to
the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see
this woman? I entered your house; you
gave Me no water for My feet, but she has
V& washed My feet with her tears and wiped
them with the hair of her head. 45 You
gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not
ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came
& in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil,
but this woman has anointed My feet with
fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she
loved much. But to whom little is forgiven,
the same loves little.” 48 Then He said to
her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

Colossians 3:24 — 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the
inheritance, for you serve the Lord Christ.

2 Corinthians 9:7 — 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of
oW necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
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2. , verses 13-26

Opposition and rejection of Jesus:

3

#1. Lead to

verses 4-6

Mark 14:4 — 4 But there were some who were
indignant among themselves, and said, “Why was
this fragrant oil wasted?
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#2. Was finally , verses 9-11, 11:55

Hebrews 6:4—6 — 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the
good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them
again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to
an open shame.
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